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The)Dean/and{an’Administrative;Team'from\The Graduate/School\Visited'LI’eading
Universities/inyThe)Federal Republic/of(Germany/and\The|Swiss/Confederation

Associate Professor Dr. Gunjana Theeragool, Dean of The Graduate School, together with: Assistant Professor Dr. Ratree Ruangthai, |
Acting Vice President; Associate Professor Dr. Somwang Khantayanuwong; Associate Professor Dr. Penkhae Wanchaitanawong;
Assistant Professor Dr. Sukumal Kitisin; and Assistant Professor Dr. Sujate Chaunchom, Associate Deans of The Graduate School, joined
the Consortium of the Graduate Studies Administrators of Public and Autonomous Universities (CGAU) to visit three universities in the
Federal Republic of Germany, and one university in the Swiss Confederation, during the period April 6-15, 2015.

1. Heidelberg University, Germany, on April 8, 2015

Heidelberg University, founded in 1386, is Germany’s oldest university and one of the strongest research universities (56 Nobel
Laureates) in all of Europe. In terms of educating students and promoting promising early-career academics, Heidelberg relies on its
two strongest points: research-based teaching and outstanding, well structured training for doctoral candidates. Heidelberg University
is a comprehensive university, having 5,930 academic staff, 7,392 administrative staff, and 30,873 students (15,289 undergraduates,
11,871 postgraduates, and 3,024 doctoral students). Based on the QS World University Ranking in 2013-14, Heidelberg is placed 1% in
the Federal Republic of Germany, 50" in the world, and 29" in global rankings with regard to Life Science.

Professor Dr. Oliver Gruss delivered a presentation on “International Graduate School of Molecular and Cellular Biology”, and
discussed the subject with our team. This was followed by a brief introduction of “Doctoral Training in Heidelberg Support and
Services Offered by the Graduate Academy” by Dr. Claudia Folk. There are two models of doctoral training: individual doctoral
training, and doctoral training within a structured doctoral program.

2. Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany, on April 9, 2015
The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is one of the largest and most prestigious research and education institutions in Germany,

known for its high quality of research work around the world. In October 2009, KIT was established by the merging of Forschungszentrum

Karlsruhe GmbH and the University of Karlsruhe. As a result of the unique combination of strengths of a research center and a university

in Germany, KIT stands for a research- and student-oriented teaching and learning culture. KIT is one of the biggest science institutions

in Europe.lt has assumed responsibility for designing a method of cooperation between science and industry which enables optimal

conditions to be attained for the transfer of research results to the market. In 2013, 31%, 27%, and 42% of the university’s income was

derived from federal funds, state funds, and third-party funds, respectively, with 18 spinoffs. In the 2013 QS World University Rankings

KIT achieved 116" place in the global rankings across all disciplines, and 33“and 34™ place in engineering and natural sciences, respectively.

The executive administrators from KIT who attended the meeting were

- Professor. Dr. Alexander Wanner, Vice President for Higher Education and Academic Affairs

- Professor. Dr. Nicholas Foulkes, Institute of Toxicology and Genetics

- Professor Dr. Franz Nestmann, Institute for Water and River Basin Management

- Dr. Larissa Kaufmann, Biolnterfaces International Graduate School

International Standards,ExcellentiSenvices, EitifoZASEAN



- Jorinne Sturm, Karlsruhe School of Optics and Photonics-KSOP

- Jutta Klein-Hitpa, Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists-KHYS

- Cornelia Stoll, Coordinator of Outgoing Overseas Exchange-International Affairs

- Oliver Schmidt, Executive Officer for Asia and the Middle East- International Affairs
Agenda:

- Welcome and Introduction to KIT, by Professor Dr. Alexander Wanner

- Presentation of Thai Graduate Schools: Goals of Delegation and Exchange of Ideas on Future Cooperation, by Professor Banchong

Mahaisavariya, Vice President, Mahidol University

- Presentation of the Biointerfaces International Graduate School, by Professor. Dr. Nicholas Foulkes

- Presentation of the Karlsruhe School of Optics and Photonics-KSOP, by Jorinne Sturm

- Presentation of the Institute for Water and River Basin Management, by Professor Dr. Franz Nestmann

- Presentation of the Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists-KHYS, by Jutta Klein-Hitpa

- Wrap-up and Information on International Student Exchange at KIT
3. University of Freiburg, Germany, on April 10, 2015

The University of Freiburg was founded in 1457 and is one of the oldest
and most prestigious research universities in Germany. It is a true comprehensive
university with 11 faculties, combining classical fields from the humanities, the social
and natural sciences, and medicine with environmental sciences, life sciences
and engineering. It offers 183 degree programs at all academic levels. It has roughly
25,000 students (15% of them international students), 400 full professors, and
6,600 academic personnel. It offers structured Ph.D. programs in all academic
fields: doctoral research groups, international research training groups, a graduate
school, and an International Graduate Academy (IGA).

Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Christoph Borner, Director of the Spemann Graduate
School of Biology and Medicine (SGBM), gave a talk on the organization of SGBM,
recruitment selection, the curriculum, supervision monitoring, mentoring for the future,
industrial mentoring, and quality assessment. SGBM has been funded by the Excellence
Initiative of the German Research Foundation since November 2006. It offers an
innovative and multidisciplinary research and training program which relies on outstanding government-funded research/teaching centers.

In addition, Dr. Silke Knaut, Head of the Freiburg Research service, International Graduate Academy, introduced the Hermann Paul
School of Linguistics Basel-Freiburg. It is a joint graduate school of the University of Basel and The University of Freiburg which offers
an international doctoral program in linguistics.

4. University of Zurich, Swiss Confederation, on April 13, 2015

The University of Zurich is the largest university in Switzerland with
over 26,000 students. It was founded in 1855 as an engine of innovation by
merging the existing colleges of theology, law, and medicine with a new faculty
of philosophy. Currently, the university has seven faculties: Philosophy,
Human Medicine, Economic Sciences, Law, Mathematics and Natural Sciences,
Theology, and Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Anders Hagstrom, director of Global Education Affairs delivered a
welcome address and gave a talk on “ETH Zurich-in the service of society”.
ETH Zurich is a leading international university for technology and the natural
sciences, and a place of study, research, and employment for some 29,000
people from over 110 different countries. ETH Zurich is a top university in
continental Europe and is well known for excellence in research, having 21
Nobel Prize Laureates. QS World University Rankings 2014/15 rank it in 12" place worldwide, and the Shanghai Jiao Tong University:
“Academic Ranking of World Universities”, 2014 puts it in 19" place globally. In 2014, 74% of the institution’s total budget came from
federal funding, and 26% was drawn from third-party funding (34% national funding agencies, 6% research contracts from federal
agencies, 16% European research programs, 35% partnerships with the private sector, and 9% endowments and legacies). ETH Zuricn
focuses on excellent education for future leaders and experts: Bachelor programs for an excellent basis, Master programs for setting
fit for competition and Doctorates for gualified researchers (doctoral students employed as research assistants).
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